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MEMOIR OF REV. ALEXANDER MILLER. 


To record the character and preserve the memory, of men of 
distinguished piety and usefulness, is both grateful to their friends 
and due to society. Under this impression is placed on record, 
the following short account of the life and death of the Rev. Alex- 
ander Miller. He was the son of Mr. Abraham Miller, and Su- 
sanna Roddy, his wife, both originally from the north of Ireland. 
His birth was in New Castle County, Delaware, on the 26th of 
August, 1739. When he was twelve years old, his father re- 
moved into the state of Maryland ; where he commenced his class- 
ical education, under the tuition of the Rev. James Findley. 
After finishing his preparatory studies, he entered Princeton Col- 
lege, and passed through the various classes with reputation ; and 
graduated the 6th of October, 1764. At what period of Mr. Mil- 
ler’s life, his mind became seriously, impressed with religious 
things, is unknown to the writer ; but, that the great work of the 
gospel ministry was his early choice and chief delight, is a fact 
well ascertained. He prosecuted his theological studies, under 
the direction of the Rev. Doctor Rogers, of the city of New-York; 
whose memory is dear to this country, and whose praise is in 
all the churches ; and was inducted into the sacred ministry, by 
the Presbytery of New-York and New-Jersey. 

His first settlement in the gospel ministry, was in Schenectady, 
where he laboured in his favourite employment, about eleven 
years ; when the perils of the revolutionary war, and the disper- 
sion of his people, led him to remove. Soon, however, he reset- 
tled in the congregation of East Hanover, New-Jersey. There 
he preached the unsearchable riches of Christ, and promoted the 
great interests of religion, for a considerable time, all around. It 
was in this region of country he became acquainted with, and 
eventually married, on the 26th of April, 1786, Miss Elizabeth 
Ayres, daughter of Jonathan and Sarah Ayres, of Morristown. 

Mr. Miller being an excellent classical scholar, was now called 
to preside in the academy at Wa!lkill, in Ulster County, New- 
York ; and from that to the academy in Hackensack, New-Jer- 
sey.—From thence he removed to the city of Albany, where he 
alternately instructed in science, and preached the gospel, until 
a old age appreacbing. In the view of this, he determin- 
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ed to close his life in the country. Some of his children having 
removed to St. Lawrence, he finally concluded to remove to Og- 
densburgh, and spend the small remnant of his days in preaching 
the everlasting gospel in that destitute region of country. He 
eventually settled, down in the town of Hague, where Mrs, Mil- 
ler died on the 18th of November 1816, in the 56th year of her 
age; leaving behind her, her venerable husband, with two sons 
and three daughters, to lament her loss. 

In this lonely situation, this aged servant of the Lord Jesus 
Christ closed his days, with only three of his children about him ; 
the other two being married and settled, with families of their 
own. Under all the infirmities of old age, so undiminished was 
his zeal for the glory of God, so ardent was his love for his Lord 
and Master, and so tender his concern for the salvation of immor- 
tal souls, that he persevered in his ministerial labours, until his 
strength failed him. And when he could go no more out, to pro- 
claim the glad tidings of salvation; to organize churches, and ad- 
minister the sacred ordinances, in the region round about him ; he 
continued to preach the word of life, to all who came to hear him 
at his own house. This service he persevered in until a few 
weeks before his death. 

It was an interesting sight, to see this patriarchal man of God, 
with his head frosted with age, and with trembling limbs and fal- 
tering tongue, standing on the verge of time ready to launch into 
eternity, warning sinners of their danger, and urging them to es- 
cape from the wrath tocome ; comforting the children of God and 
building them up in the faith of the gospel, and pointing them 
to fairer and brighter worlds on high. In all probability he has 
sown the seed in that dreary wilderness, which will spring up 
in a rich harvest of unfading glory. It is better to close 
life in this exalted manner, in obscurity, than on the thrones of 
kings, surrounded with the fading splendour of princes and 
courts. 

At length the powers of nature failed our venerable father. 
He saw the king of terrors obviously approaching, and met him 
undismayed. He considered the messenger of death, as the mes- 
senger of peace, to release him from the toils and sorrows of this 
mortal life, that he might dwell with his glorious Lord. 

And he expired after a short illness, in the triumphant faith and 
hope of the gospel, on the 14th of January last, in the 81st year 
a his age, and has passed on to receive the transporting reward, 

‘well done, good and faithful servant, enter thou into the joy of 
thy Lord.’ 

‘While we mingle our sorrows eed our tears, with the orphan 
children of our departed friend, and mourn with the church and 
the world his loss, our gratitude shall ascend to the throne of 
God for his long life and eminent usefulness. 

How many souls he has won to his Lord and Master, wi!! not 
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be known until the last great day. The sorrows which he has 
assuaged and the tears that he has wiped dry, with the amount of 
good which he has been instrumental in doing, will then be un- 
folded before the assembled universe. 

Though he is dead, he yet speaks in his writings, and in his 
pupils ; the foundation of whose science and usefulness, was laid 
by his indefatigable exertions ; and who are now on the great the- 
atre of life in both church and state. 

Mr. Miller had a sound, if not a brilliant mind. He had far 
more judgment than fancy, and his talents were better calcula- 
ted for scientific researches, than for popular assemblies. He was 
a profound theologian, and well versed in ecclesiastical histor 
and government, and an accurate classical scholar. If his ar- 
dour sometimes carried him too far, his piety soon corrected it, 
This was the brightest ornament of his characters and it shone as 
much in his familiar intercourse in society as in his official per- 
formances in public life. He was an affectionate husband and ten- 
der parent; a sound and didactic preacher and excellent citizen. 

His time and his talents he considered not his own ; and he was 
ready on all occasions to employ them in the service of his Lord 
and Master in all those ways which tended to promote his king- 
dom and the best interests of the community. Those who knew 
him best will most highly esteem his worth; and, though he pass- 
ed away retired from the splendour and eclat of the world, we trace 
him through grace exalted with those in the bright realms above, 
who shine as the brightness of the firmament, and as the stars for 
ever and ever. 

May 17th, 1820. 





For the Christian Herald. 
On Secrecy in Doing Good. 


In my last paper I drew my readers to consider the subject of 
‘‘devotedness to the cause of Christ;”’ at present, I shall subjoina 
few plain remarks with respect to the motives which should influ- 
ence Christians, in the performance of works of benevolence. It 
must be clearly seen, that we here take for granted, that every be- 
liever will be diligently employed in promédting the kingdom of 
our Saviour, however humble his sphere in life. It is not the 
manner of our Saviour, to enrol among his followers persons who 
possess qualities simply negative. ‘To constitute a Christian, 
something positive and decided, is indispensable. It is also indis- 
pensable that we obey the precepts which Christ has left on re- 
cord, pointing out the method in which we are to do good. 
“Take heed that ye do not your alms before men, to be seen of 
them, but when thou doest thine alms, let not thy left hand know 
what thy right hand doeth, that thy alms may be in secret, and thy 
Father who seeth in secret, himself shall reward thee openly.” 
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There is something fascinating in a person who leaves his na- 
tive fields and rocks, to which the heart is so mysteriously attach- 
ed, that he may spread the gospel in heathen lands. So com- 
pletely does selfishness interweave itself with our fallen nature, 
that we look upon him in the light of a superior being who makes 
such a consecration of himself to his Maker. Hence the imagi- 
nation is often employed in sketching out the scenes through 
which we suppose he will pass ; we view him either as a pilgrim 
amidst the sands, where only here and there the eye is refreshed 
with verdure ; or we fancy him clad in furs ascending some moun- 
tain whose snows have never been touched before by the footstep 
of the Christian missionary. I hope my readers will not under- 
stand me to mean that the prayers and sympathies of the Chris- 
tian community are to be withdrawn from those who give up all 
to follow Christ $ but, whilst our admiration is given to the man, 
how apt are we to forget the Being who thus inclines the heart. 
Indeed Christians of the present age are somewhat defective in 
purity of motives ; and the love of admiration has been the bane 
of many a plan for the extension of the gospel, otherwise praise- 
worthy and even magnificent. ‘This unequalled admiratien of 
those who go abroad, will have a tendency to lower the standard 
of moral excellence at home. I cannot help admiring the self-de- 
nial of our Moravian brethren, who send forth their missionaries 
in the most retired manner. 

The present is a promising period in the church. Hence the 
necessity of watchfulness, because prosperity brings with it very 
peculiar trials. Associations for the spread of the gospel, con- 
stituting a great moral machinery, have been set in motion; trans- 
lators of the scriptures have arisen as by enchantment; missiona- 
ries, girded with zeal for any enterprize, are comparatively nume- 
rous ; young men of accomplished talents courting the post of 
danger—even the king and the prince are descending from their 
elevation to bear the divine volume to the retired vale. These 
mighty movements have not been without their influence on the 
state of mankind. The savage is pausing amidst the chace, to 
hold converse with the heralds of the cross—the eye of the ro- 
ving Arab is riveted on the celestial city; a pure light begins to 
stream on the huts of Ethiopia—the mosques of Mohammed are 
trembling to their fall; and temples to the name of Jesus Christ 
adorn the outskirts of this desolated world. 

Such is a picture of the present state of the church, a picture 
by no means too highly drawn. What an aspect must this state 
of things have on ages and generations yet to come. We ask 
then, with simplicity, is there no danger here? Are all the agents 
in these benevolent works influenced by prevailing love for the glo- 
ry of God and the salvation of men? Should we all be engaged in 
these plans and schemes if no eye beheld us but the eye of Him 
who looks upon the heart? Is the church purer now, than when 
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her children sought a refuge amidst the mountains of Greece or the 
vales of Italy? And is there no cause to fear a relaxation in the 
efforts of Zion to extend her influence ? 

There is an exquisite pleasure arising from doing good in a re- 
tired unostentatious way. If any motive can, with propriety, be 
addressed to our selfish feelings, itis the motive we have just men- 
tioned. A secret satisfaction diffuses itself through the soul, 
springing from engagedness in the Redeemer’s service, to which 
all are strangers, save such as have tasted it in sweet experience. 
But whenever the purity of the soul is marred by improper mo- 
tives, such motives drop a fatal sting in the bosom. Even the 
best of Christians are not wholly free from a desire to shine be- 
fore men. They tenderly mourn over the want of that simplicity 
of heart so much celebrated in the scriptures ; this is evident from 
their reply after receiving the commendation of our Saviour for 
their good works: ‘When saw we thee a stranger and took thee 
in, or naked and clothed thee? or when saw we thee sick, or in 
prison, and came to thee? And the king shall answer and say unto 
them, verily I say unto you, inasmuch as ye have done it unto one 
of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.” 

The example of our Saviour strongly enforces his preceptse 
In executing his office as a public teacher he could not entirely 
escape from the eye of men; but in performing many miracles, 
he enjoined secrecy on these for whose benefit they had been 
wrought. Some of his weightiest sayings were uttered beneath 
the roof of some lowly cottage. Were we disposed to select a 
prominent instance of his retired teaching, it would be his con- 
versation with the woman of Samaria—wearied with his journey, 
he sat down on the well, and whilst his disciples were gone away 
to the adjoining town, he delivers a discourse on divine things, 
which, for beauty and richness, has never been equalled. We 
might here add, that the habits of the Christian, always dispose 
him to retirement. The deepest shades of the forest are not a 
solitude to him whose path leads him to converse with objects un- 
seen: he often penetrates the bosom of nature, and finds enter- 
tainment where another might meet with nothing but the loneliness 
ef the grave. Away from the habitations of men, the mind is 
much more apt to fix on heavenly themes, than in a city, where 
some new object or pursuit is hourly presenting fresh temptations. 
Of a still evening in autumn, when the crimson flush is yet on the 
clouds, and serenity lingers awhile in this distracted world, how 
exquisite the pleasure to muse on the decease accomplished at 
Jerusalem. 

In my solitary walks not long ago, I incidentally met with the 
most charming landscape that I have ever seen: He who dwelleth 
in the secret place, had touched it with the richest colours, and 
some of the sweetest lines of beauty. Immediately upon this 
discovery, I took out my pencil and wrote the following brief 
hymn, with which I shall conclude. 
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Oh Thou, whose throne is lifted high, 
In realms beyond a mortal’s eye ; 

Jehovah is thy glorious name, * 
Author of nature’s lovely frame. 


The bird that from unfolded wings, 
The morning dew so softly flings, 

At evening hour, from yonder tree, 
Sends still, its notes of praise to Thee. 


From Thee descends the evening show’r, 
To wash the garden’s lowly flow’r; 
Which looks, and calls Thee to behold, 
The bosom which thy hand unrolled. 


Dost Thou not clothe the field in green, 
And furnish out the landscape scene ? 
And guide the stream that sweetly flows, 
Winding afar from whence it rose ? 


Thy hues the glowing east adorn, 
When night recedes before the morn ; 
Or, when at eve, from realms afar, 
Thou leadest forth the lucid star. 


When, at this hour, my footsteps stray, 
From haunts of men thus far away, 
Oh! may it be to love Thee more 
Than | have ever lov’d before. 


Then, when I fall in Death’s embrace, 

Mine eye shall see thy lovely face 

In sweeter climes, in richer fields, 

Than earth, or air, or ocean yields. B. 





To the Editor of the Christian Herald. 
Sir, 

It occurred to me, on reading your account of the late anniversary of the 
American Bible Society, that some more particular relation than I have 
yet seen of the mode of conducting the British societies, and celebrating 
British anniversaries, might be acceptable and useful to your readers. 
It is a subject which I love to review, and I shall feel myself amply re- 
warded for the pains I may take in presenting it to the readers of the 
Christian Herald, by the revival of pleasing and useful recollections. 


When J arrived in England in the winter of , I felt a con- 





siderable prejudice against the mode of managing benevolent in- 
stitutions which prevails there, and had imbibed the idea, that a 
desire of public notoriety and eclat, was in so great a degree the 
stimulus to the exertions of British benevolence, as to mar the 
beauty of its every aspect: and I was ready to say with special 
application, Oh that these zealous people would simply seek the 
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glory of God! It may have been the case, that my sentiment on 
this subject, was warped by the faultiness of my own character ; 
and, as I could hardly see it possible, that with my own imper- 
fect spirit, I could act so publicly, and yet with simple piety, | 
consequently entertained a prejudice altogether unjustifiable, 
against the motives and feelings which were actuating the public 
conduct of others. However this may have been, it was my 
happy lot to enjoy a familiar acquaintance with many active indi- 
viduals, whose zeal was evidently of the best kind, and to be in- 
troduced to an actual view of committees and public meetings, 
where | had the opportunity of correcting my errors, by my own 
observation. 

Within a very few days after my arrival, I was introduced by 
my friend, to the meeting of the committee of the British and Fo- 
reign Bible Society, and afterwards attended their meetings regu- 
larly for several months, and felt it more blessed than to have 
-been in courts and mingled with the princes of the land. 

After all that has been said of the public acts of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, by which its name has become known to 
the remotest nations of the earth, I do not remember to have seen 
any attempt to describe the mectings of its committee; from which 
all that excites our admiration must of course proceed. It isin 
the committee that all its plans are devised, from which its agents 
are instructed, and in which the spirit seems to be infused which 
renders them so active and efficient. If the whole progress of 
that institution has been marked by a portion of divine favour, al- 
together unexampled ; if it has triumphed over all opposition, and 
become by the wisdom, the activity, and the extent of its benevo- 
lence, the wonder of the age in which we live, it is because di- 
vine power has raised up, and divine wisdom has brought together 
in its committee, agents admirably suited by their excellent 
spirit, their various talents, and their combined wisdom, to the 
great work which divine providence has allotted them. 

The committee of the British and Foreign Bible Society, dis- 
play, in a wonderful degree, Christian energy and zeal; all is life 
and animation there; if the members had met for the first time, 
and were moved by some extraordinary stimulus, there could not 
be more life and animation than they exhibit as from month to 
month they pursue their hacknied occupation. The description 
given by Owen himself, in his history of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society, of the zeal and interest which were exhibited and 
felt at the meeting at the London Tavern, when the society was 
instituted, is in truth a description of the zeal and interest which 
appears to be felt in the ordinary meetings of the committee. 
Hughes still “ina strain of good sense, temperate zeal, and per- 
spicuous information,” urges on the work as warmly and as ably 
as he urged its commencement. Steinkopff (just returned from 
a most interesting tour on the continent) “ with unaffected simpli- 
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city,’ describes the wants of Germany; and, “ with tender pa- 
thos,”? (rendered still more interesting by a difficult enunciation 
ef our language) appealing on its behalf to the compassion and 
munificence of British Christians, speaks forcibly to thé mind and 
heart ; and Owen, as he rose when his heart responded to the novel 
plan of a general Bible society, still surrounded by Christians of 
various denominations, and still retaining the impression which 
the lapse of years had not diminished, and length of time had not 
abated, pours forth the fullest information and the richest elo- 
quence, recommending and explaining and urging its various 
plans, suggesting the necessary correction of its errors, admo- 
nishing to discretion, and urging to a humble, unostentatious piety. 
You might see these wonderful men, deservedly called the Inde- 
fatigable Secretaries, always in their place at Earl-street, Black- 
friars, as alert, as vigilant, as active, as animated, as deeply inte- 
rested, as you might have seen them years ago, when stimulated 
by the novelty of their occupation and the opposition of their ad- 
versaries, Amid thatinteresting circle, the venerable president, the 
treasurer, and the members of the committee, attentive, alert, free 
to communicate their thoughts as if they were a band of brothers ; 
each confident that every well intended suggestion would be well 
received; all ready to sympathize in the encouraging communi- 
cations which crowd upon them at every meeting, and to give 
their hearty sanction to every measure for the spread of the gos- 
pel, apparently with every thought and feeling engrossed in the 
grand Teiien. 

I ought not to intimate that the active part of the business is 
done by the excellent secretaries alone, though certainly they are 
the most prominent characters. They are ably supported by 
many others, who think no labour hard, who need no urging to 
do their part, and who bring their thoughts to bear on every sub- 
ject; bring forward onevery occasion their various information, 
laboriously collected ; make necessary remarks on every proposal, 
and who evidently, in the general committee, in the subcommittees, 
and as individuals, use their utmost efforts tocarry on the great 
work. ‘This leads me to observe one particular, which materially 
promotes the interest of the meetings of the committee ; it is the 
constant introduction by the members, at their option, of foreigners 
and other individuals who may be supposed able to afford useful 
information, or to render assistance in carrying on the plans of the 
society. By this means, at almost every meeting, some new encour- 
agement is presented by the living voice, concerning different re- 
gions of the earth, or some new outlet is discovered by which the 
stream of life may be made to issue forth to water some dry and thirsty 
land. You could not, on these occasions, but be particularly struck 
with the activity of the members out of doors; for it generally 
appears, that they have been constantly watching, and exerting 
themselves to procure information, and to render themselves of 
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service to the society; and their activity is perceived to turn to 
the best account when you see agents returning from various 
quarters of the world, and others ready at the same time that they 
go on their own particular business, to do errands of mercy to the 
seats of commerce or of war. When new agents are presented ; 
when a new opening is discovered for the distribution of the scrip- 
tures; you might see every countenance brighten, and hear a 
general murmur throughout the company, expressive of the reality 
and sympathy of their joy. I will mention one instance of this 
sort which was peculiarly interesting. A son of Africa (Prince 
Sanders) was introduced by one of the most able and zealous 
ministers of the established church, as the bearer of good news 
from a distant land. Encouraged by the devoted friend of his 
race Mr. Wilberforce, and Lord Teignmouth, he had been to the 
kingdom of Hayti, with Bibles and Testaments and Prayer Books ; 
where the benevolent king received him with every mark of fa- 
vour, and his holy presents with the most evident tokens of grati- 
tude. Then it was, when he told how the way was prepared by 
the favour of the prince to spread the Bible and promote know- 
ledge among all classes of the people, that a general expression 
of congratulation ran through the assembly, and looks of hearty 
joy declared how every man desired the progress of this work ; 
and especially to see the sons of Africa become the sons of God. 

My recollection, though after a considerable lapse of time, would 
supply me with other instances to the same purport, but it is time I 
should pass on to notice that which afforded me still higher gratifi- 
cation, the wonderful exhibition of brotherly kindness which these 
happy meetings present. Here you might see as fully as can be 
seen on earth, how good and how pleasant a thing it is for brethren 
to dwell together in unity. Not that the members never differ in 
opinion ; if they did not, the exhibition of Christian love among 
them would be less sure and striking. You might often observe 
a difference of opinion, but you would never observe, as is too 
often the case, in the intercourse of even Christian men, unkind- 
ness of feeling ; you would hear no aspersions, no satire, no sar- 
casms on the one hand, or tart and angry retorts on the other. 
It was a brother, in the kindest manner, ‘without making any pa- 
rade of kindness, stating his objections to the proposal of a bro- 
ther, who received them onhis part with Christian good will, with- 
outan apparent desire to vindicate his own suggestion as his own ; 
and either yielded the point witheut the shadow of reluctance, or 
saw his own judgment prevail without an appearance of exulta- 
tion. 

This exhibition of Christian love is the more interesting, 
as made in a promiscuous assembly of men, whose ancestry 
handed down to them bitter prejudices against each other, and 
whose own feelings, at an earlier date, would have revolted at that 
familiar and brotherly intercourse which they now hold together, 
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as a stain upon the purity of their sectarian excellence. The 
Quaker, like any other Christian, except in his broad brimmed hat 
which not even his reverence for the Bible society removed, his 
antiquated dress and his peculiar mode of speech; the Inde- 
Hendent and the Methodist, were seated in familiar intercourse, 
on the subject of religion, with the Churchman from whose cor- 
tuptions their ancestry had withdrawn themselves; and the 
Churchman was communing witha free and open heart, with the 
subjects of the ancient Churchman’s animosity. There was not the 
appearance of agreement to circulate the scriptures without note 
or comment, and a readiness to disagree on every other point ; 
there evidently flowed through every heart the catholic spirit of 
Christianity. Each man felt that each man was his brother, and 
the warmth of paternal love gave interest and cheerfulness to all 
their meetings. There was no amalgamating of incongruous 
characters, until Christianity had lost its vital essence ; but a con- 
stant reciprocation of sentiments and feelings, which, free from 
the peculiar phraseology of any sect, would cheer the heart of 
every pious man. For the meetings of the committee of the Bri- 
tish and Foreign Bible Society, at which so much business has 
been transacted, are not occupied simply with the drudgery and 
detail of business; as their business is of the noblest kind, it ex- 
cites the noblest feelings, and every man gives vent to the emo- 
tions of his own soul, in perfect confidence that they will meet 
with the sympathy of all around him. 

These remarks have occupied a much larger space than I ex- 
age when I| began, and I must defer some observations upon 

ritish anniversaries to some future number of your work. 

VIATOR. 


FIutelligence, 


ENGLAND. 


Extracts from the Ninth Report of the Liverpool Auxiliary 
Bible Socrety. 


The Ladies’ Branch has made such advances towards placing 
the volume of life in the habitations of poverty, want, and pain ; 
so much real good has been effected, in a period of time almost in- 
credibly short, and results of such unquestionable interest have 
been developed by the visiters in their walks of charity, as to en- 
title them to the praise of having well arranged the plan of their 
procedure, and diligently filled up the great outline of their duty. 
Perhaps there is no recorded instance, in which more effectual 
measures have been taken to relieve the spiritual wants of an ex- 
tensive district, and to enable the ignorant who are perishing for 
lack of knowledge, to learn of Him who hath the words of eter- 
nal life, than that given to the world in the last and present re- 
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port of the Ladies’ Branch of this Society.* If it be desirable to 
extend that knowledge which maketh wise unto salvation, and that 
improvement in moraf habits which the precepts and sanctions of 
the Bible, when applied to the heart, can alone produce ; if the 
amendment be more immediately important to the community in 
which it is observable; and if, while the universal interests of 
man should be studiously kept in sight, the greatest energy of 
benevolence should be exercised towards those with whom we are 
more immediately connected, then the Ladies’ Branch of this so- 
ciety demands the gratitude of those who consider alike the ex- 
tent of the want which they have undertaken to supply, and the 
magnitude of the effort by which they have redeemed. their. 
pledge. : 

Were the scene of their labours as unbounded as: their benevo- 
lence, their present report would doubtless have exhibited state- 
ments as remarkable as those of the past year. But the harvest, 
though great, was limited ; and when so much has been already 
reaped and gathered, it is an abundant proof of unwearied indus- 
try, that sorich a gleaning should have remained to reward them. 
The mower may more easily fill his hand, and-he that gather 
eth up the sheaves his bosom, when he enters upon his ceua 
than when he draws near to its close. It is no common cause of 
congratulation, that the wants ofthe town have been so well sup- 
plied: and if we turn to the need of unnumbered millions, whose. 
hands the Bible has never reached, we must rejoice that the La- 
diés’ Branch has been enabled to appropriate to the foreign pur- 
poses of the institution a sum which has no. parallel in the direct 
remittances of the Liverpool Auxiliary Society, except in the 
first year of its institution. 

A confirmation of the interest felt by those in power, for the 
spiritual as well as temporal good of the community, is connected. 
with the proceedings of your committee, and is too gratifying to 
be omitted. 

Among the many emigrants proceeding to seek another coun- 
try upon the shores of Southern Africa, four vessels, containing 
above 600 souls, have sailed from hence, three bound under the 
command and guidance of a naval officer, and one under private 
superintendence, to the Cape of Good Hope. This agent was 
instructed to provide every accommodation which could minister 
to the health or comfort of these families, who were about to se- 
parate from all the endearments of their native country, and 
to carry their language, their customs, and their faith, to a dis- 
tant and benighted land. He was mae charged by Earl 
Bathurst to provide them with a supply of the holy scriptures. 
_A communication was received on this most Te subject 
‘from the Parent Society, and an application made by Lieutenant 
Church, R. N., the agent for transports who accompanied them, 
* See Christian Herald, Vol. VI. p. 630. and Vol. VII. p. 77, 
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A sub-committee was accordingly formed to examine their wants, 
dnd the inquiry issued in the distribution of 114 Bibles and 123 
Testaments among these emigrants, independently of a few among 
the crew of one of the vessels. These grants have since been 
made good by the Parent Society, to the extent of 66 Bibles and 
106 Testaments. With what eager gratitude they were receiv- 
ed, and how highly such a gift was prized at such a moment, will 
be evident from the following report of the Depositary to the com- 
mittee, dated January 31. 

‘On Friday, the 28th of January 1820, the Depositary, by di- 
rections of one of the Secretaries, went on board the Albury, trans- 
port ship, then in the river, and about to proceed with a party 
of emigrants to the Cape of Good Hope in order to make ingui- 
ries respecting their want of and desire for the Holy Scriptures. 
He was accompanied thither by Mr. Thomas Calton, the super- 
intendent, who appeared anxious that the people should possess 
the word of God. 

‘As soon as the objeet of the Depositary’s visit was made 
known a number of individuals, men, women, and children, ga- 
thered round him, all apparently highly interested and anxious to 
prefer their respective applications. On inquiry it appeared 
that though all the adult persons on board, consisting of nearly 
one hundred, (one or two excepted,) could read, yet only about 
six copies of the scriptures were in their possession. The desire 
to possess the divine treasure was universal, and many appeared 
to regret their inability to contribute towards its purchase. In- 
quiries were made, by permission, among the crew, almost all of 
whom could read ; it appeared that there were already on board 
the _- p four Bibles and four Testaments, which had been be- 
stowed by a Bible Society for the use of the sailors, to which they 
had free access. 

‘On the Monday following, the Depositary went on board a se- 
cond time, with the very liberal supply directed for distribution 
among the emigrants. The delight and satisfaction expressed by 
them on the receipt of the invaluable gift may be more easily 
conceived than described, several expressed aloud their gratitude 
to the society. They appeared indeed astonished at the attention 
which had been paid to their individual wants It was a pleasing 
circumstance too, that among the number there were several pi- 
ous individuals who appeared duly to appreciate the value of the 
sacred book, and that the whole party evinced a great degree of 
decorum and propriety of conduct. This was still more appa- 
rent on going below, whither the greater number had previously 
retired to their respective births. A scene presented itself here 
truly gratifying: Already were many of the party intently engaged 
in reading the Book of God; others were observed carefully co- 
vering their books with paper, &c. : satisfaction appeared in every 
countenance. One exclaimed, “I hope we shall value the books 
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as we ought:” another, ‘“‘ We ought to be yery thankful to the 
Bible Society ;” a third, “I hope, Sir, you will allow us an in- 
terest in your prayers, that heaven may prosper us on our voy- 
age,’ in which he was joined by several others. 

‘An intention was expressed by some of the party to establish a 
Sunday School, immediately on their arrival at Africa, for the in- 
struction of the emigrant children. 

‘The sailors declined purchasing any Bibles, declaring that they 
could not just then afford to do so, having disposed of all their 
cash just before for necessaries. Three Bibles and three Testa- 
ments were, however, presented for their use to the Captain, who 
himself expressed an earnest desire to be put in possession of a 
large print Bible for his own use, which, on payment of half cost 
price, was accordingly presented. On returning from the shi 
one of the sailors in the boat inquired, “ Pray, Sir, have any Bi- 
bles and Testaments been left on board for our use ?”? On being 
answered in the affirmative, he apppeared satisfied. 

‘A few days after, a letter, of which the following is a copy, 
was received by the Depositary from Henry Holland, one of the 
party. 

Albury Transport, January 31, 1820. 

*¢ Sirn,—This humbly showeth that, feeling a deep sense of the 
obligations we owe to the Liverpool Auxiliary Bible Society for 
their gifts of Bibles, we desire publicly to return our warm ac- 
knowledgments and thanks for the same, praying that God ma 
enlighten our minds in those sacred truths; that we may read, 
mark, learn, and inwardly digest his holy word to the glory of 
his sacred name, hoping you will in nowise be discouraged in 
helping on the work of the Lord, always considering what is 
“ given to the poor is lent to the Lord.’” 

If the nations of the heathen world, when they left the country 
of their fathers, whether in voluntary search of settlements in 
distant lands, or driven forward by the strong arm of the invader, 
held ita point of indispensable obligation to carry with them the 
gods of their family and country, wood and stone, the work of 
men’s hands, was it fitting that a Christian society should leave 
the land of the gospel, the institutions of pure religion, the 
ordinances of God, and the ministrations of his word, without 
carrying away over the mighty ocean, not only the means of 
colonial culture, but also the faith of Christ, the mercies of re- 
demption, and the book of life? If Rachel, whenghe left the 
house of her father Laban, took away the images of her super- 
stitious reverence, as her safeguard and protection, amidst the 
perils of the way and of a strange and distant country, was it 
not well, that they who had to pass the waste of waters, and 
settle in the deep solitudes of a land where God was for the most 
part unknown, should carry with them the religion of the gospel, 
and the book which is able to make men wise unto salvation, 
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through faith that is in Christ Jesus? If Micah so cherished the 
Ephod and Teraphim, the molten image, and the graven image 
of his mistaken reverence, as to cry to the Danites when they 
removed them from his house, “ Ye have taken away my gods 
which I made, and my priest, and ye are gone away, and what 
have | more?” what must be the desolate and bereaved condi- 
tions of those who leave the land of the gospel, to colonize 
a remote and barbarous quarter of the world, if they are de- 
prived of the consolation of their faith, of the book of salvation, 
and the institutions of religion, and while they seek a meli- 
oration of the present life, are destitute and desolate of every 
provision for the life which shall be eternal? Itis to the praise 
of those with whom this scheme of colonization originated, not to 
have disregarded the moral and spiritual welfare of the emi- 
grants. They have been laudably anxious to bestow every 
means of temporal welfare; and they have acted under the high 
and holy sympathies of religion, by providing their fellow Chris- 
tians with that book of life, and those ordinances of public wor- 
ship, which will enable them to have kindred and communion 
with all that in every place call on the name Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, both theirs and ours. 


UNITED STATES. 


A Narrative of the state of religion within the bounds of the General As- 
sembly of the Presbyterian Church; and ofthe General Association of 
Connecticut, New-Hampshire, Massachusetts Proper ; and of the Gene- 
ral Convention of Vermont, during the last year. 


The church is the house of the living God. For this church 
Christ died: in this church God dwells. It was erected to be a 
lasting monument of the richness of his grace and the greatness 
ofhis power. Its preservation is the dearest care of providence, 
its increase is the riches of the world, and its final consummation 
shall be the wonder and the praise of heaven. The presence of 
this church is the best safeguard of nations, and its growth and 
stability the surest pledge of their prosperity and strength. It 
has pleased God to place an important section of this his church, 
in our favoured land; and whether as Christians or as patriots, 
we have a deep concern in whatever affects its welfare. 

Of the church of God in these United States, that portion under 
the care of the General Assembly constitutes a large, and in every 
point of view, a highly important part. Extending already over 
almost every portion of the Union; and going on to increase with 
a rapidity continually augmenting, it presents to the contemplat- 
ive mind, a spectacle of the deepest interest; and to the Christian 
heart, an object of the most solemn and solicitous regard. 

From the general view of the state of our church presented to 
the Assembly at its present meeting, we perceive that the num- 
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bers within its communion are increasing daily. Entire cherch- 
es, and that in large numbers, are yearly added to those already 
formed; while, at the same time, these latter have, in some cases, 
more than doubled the number of their members within a single 
year. Weare gratified to observe a growing attachment to Pres- 
byterian church government ; and we rejoice to believe that this 
has been produced by the benign influence of that form of go- 
vernment on the preservation of order and peace, and its happy 
adaptation to the genius and habits of the American people. The 
evidences of ministerial fidelity and zeal exhibited by the state of 
our congregations generally, afford an encouraging ground of 
hope for the interests of truth and righteousness throughout our 
iand. But what greatly strengthens that hope, and gives it the 
aspect of moral certainty, is the deep and general conviction that 
begins to pervade the church on the subject of ministerial educa- 
tion. Christians are at last awaking to that vital interest of gos- 
pel truth, the providing and perpetuating in the church (so far as 
this belongs to human means) of a well furnished and able minis- 
try. Societies with this design are formed, or forming, in every 
part of eur connexion; the hand of encouragement begins to be 
extended to youthful piety and ardour; and many a mind of 
genius and power which would have been utterly lost to the 
church’s service, is now rescued from ignorance and obscurity, 
and rapidly fitting for the most important stations in her public 
weal. Our seminary at Princeton has numbered within the past 
year seventy students, and many more are in training throughout 
the church with an ultimate view of entering the seminary. That 
invaluable school of sacred learning exhibits whatever of piety 
and of promise its most ardent friends could reasonably expect ; 
and the students who have gone forth from it have already proved 
blessings to the church.—The Education Society in the western 
Presbyteries of New-York, and the General Board of Education 
organized under the inspection of the General Assembly, have emi- 
nently contributed to the furtherance of this sacred cause: while 
the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on more than one of our col- 
leges gives cheering evidence that it isa cause which receives 
the notice and enjoys the smiles of Zion’s King. In Union col- 
lege, from twenty-five to thirty students have within the year be- 
come the hopeful subjects of converting grace: In the college of 
Athens, in Ohio, twelve have been added to the number before 
pious, making that number upwards of thirty: Hamilton college 
contains fifty young men, who are supposed by its president to be 
religiously impressed; and we are happy to learn from our east- 
ern brethren, that Dartmouth college exhibits much seriousness ; 
and that in Williams college more than half of the entire number 
of its members are preparing to enter on theological studies. 
Among this extensive corps of the future servants of the cross, 
let us not forget about thirty students in the mission school at 
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Corfiwall, in Connecticut, and seven in the African School at 
Parsippany, in New-Jersey: the former are children of various 
heathen countries, the gift of a marked and affecting providence 
to the Christians of Ameriea, and are destined to return to the 
shores and to the forests from which they wandered, richly laden 
with good for their native land; the latter are descendants of Af- 
rica, and hope, one day, to bring to their much injured mother, 
with the tears and confessions of America, her offering of recom- 
pense in the gospel of the Son of God. 

But besides education directly ministerial, the Assembly are re- 
joiced to observe that religious instruction in general continues to 
be increasingly provided for the youth of the church. Bible clas- 
ses are multiplying, and can never multiply too much ; while Sab- 
bath schools, one of the happiest inventions of the age, are every 
where extending their benign effects both on the teachers and the 
taught. New-York contains nearly eighty of these schools, and 
educates about nine thousand scholars; Philadelphia about four- 
teen thousand, Baltimore about eight thousand, and other cities in 
proportion. Nor can we forbear to mention, that within one of 
our Presbyteries, the opportunity for the reception of religious 
instruction, afforded by these litle nurseries of truth, has been 
embraced by many members of the Romish communion, who 
were prohibited from entering a protestant place of worship. 

That spirit of multiform benevolence which so eminently marks 
the present era throughout Christendom, has, of late, addressed 
its compassionate regard to the condition of our seamen. Not 
only have tracts and Bibles been distributed in numbers, among 
our shipping, but places of worship have been opened in our At- 
Jantic cities, expressly for the use of sailors and their families. 
The result has been gratifying beyond the most sanguine hope. 
Not only have that too long neglected class of men shown them- 
selves sensible of this mark of Christian remembrance, and will- 
ing to attend on public ordinances (a privilege from which they 
thought themselves in a great measure excluded by their dress and 
appearance ;) but they have listened with deep earnestness to the 
word preached to them ; tears have flowed over their hardy cheeks, 
and hearts which,no hardships could move, nor storms appal, have 
been broken and melted under thegospel’s gentle voice. The grati- 
tude and affection they manifest toward their religious teachers, 
and the solicitude they evince for further instruction, and an inte- 
rest in the prayers of a Christian people, are truly affecting, and 
pungently rebuke the lukewarmness and apathy of those better 
taught, and more highly favoured. The effect upon their moral 
habits is immediate and striking ; and has drawn expressions af 
the utmost astonishment from their former employers. The As- 
sembly would suggest, whether these men might not be made of 
essential use in the diffusion of the scriptures, and the furtherance 
of the missionary cause. 
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The missionary spirit is another distinguishing characteristic 
of the age. Dissolving the worst rigours of sectarian bigotry, 
the spirit of missions, which is emphatically the spirit of heaven, 
has directed toward the miseries of perishing millions, that zeal 
which had been worse than wasting itself in contests between the 
members of Christ. ‘lhe assembly witnessed with exultation the 
triumph of this spirit in the formation, three years since, of the 
United Foreign Missionary Society ; and they now rejoice in be- 
ing able to state, that the exertions of that society, have, at length, 
produced a mission, which, from the marked circumstances of 
providence in preparing its way, the spirit of devoted zeal which 
distinguishes its members, and the abundant prayers and offer- 
ings of God’s people which have thus far accompanied its steps, 
bids fair for accomplishing the greatest and the happiest effects. 
A mission family consisting of seventeen adults, and four children, 
and containing two ordained ministers, a physician, and a number 
of pious persons acquainted with agriculture and the mechanic 
arts, have taken their departure for the Arkansaw River, with the 
design of forming a permanent missionary establishment amon 
the Osage tribe of Indians. The chiefs of the tribe approve and 
invite the mission; and the paternal smiles of our general go- 
vernment have encouraged a design so directlycalculated to pro- 
mote their civilization and moral improvement. 

But while regarding on one hand the much injured abori- 
gines of our land, the church has not been unmindful, on the other, 
of a race among us who have a claim no less imperious to our 
compassion and our prayers. The Colonization Society have at 
length enjoyed the long wished for gratification of seeing aship 
depart from the American coast, bearing to Africa a company 
of her descendants, enlightened and free, and destined, as they 
hope, to provide upon her benighted shores, a sanctuary both for 
liberty and truth. The ship was sent out by government and 
accompanied by an armed vessel for her protection. She has 
safely reached Sierra Leone, on her way to Sherbro, which is 
contemplated as the site of the proposed colony. The Assem- 
bly, while contemplating these efforts abroad, think it right to 
add, that the condition of slaves in several districts of our own 
country, is not without circumstances which ia some measure re- 
lieve the picture of their general condition. Their religious educa- 
tion is, in some cases, assiduously attended to; they worship in 
the families of Christian masters; and numbers of them give the 
clearest evidence of being Christians themselves. Some of our 
southern churches contain in their communion, some three and 
some four hundred slaves. 

The cause of domestic missions continues to receive that assidu- 
ous attention which its importance to our country so imperiously 
demands.—The settlements on our extended frontier, and the 
— parts of our country in general, have received a large 
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amount of missionary labour. Yet it is with equal pain and sur- 
prise the Assembly are compelled to state, that although the field 
for such Jabour has, during the year, been widely extended, the 
funds of the Board, instead of a proportionate increase, have ex- 

erienced an alarming declension—insomuch that a less amount 
& one fifth of missionary service must be distributed this year 
than was the last. They regret that the plan proposed by the 
Jast Assembly for the formation of societies auxiliary to the 
Board has operated in a manner very different from what was 
contemplated ; and they earnestly exhort the Presbyteries which 
have taker this auxiliary form to use their most assiduous etiorts 
that the collections for the general fund of the Board shall not be 
impaired by that arrangement 

(To be concluded.) 


SUMMARY OF THE EIGHTH ANUUAL REPORT 


Of the Board of Directors of the Theological Seminary located at Prince- 
ton, presented to the General Assembly, May 23, 1820. 


The number of students in the seminary at the date of the last 
report was fifty-six. The highest number of students connected 
with the seminary at any time through the vear, has been seventy. 
The number now in connexion with it is stxty-seven. 

Since the last annual report seventeen of the students have been 
licensed to preach the gospel. 

The board with pleasure repeat a remark, which they have had 
occasion to make in former reports, that a spirit of missions exists 
among the students of the seminary, and appears to increase. 
Numbers of those who studied in this institution, have, through 
the year, been actively and successfully engaged on missionary 
ground in different parts of the United States ; and, withina few 
weeks, one of the late students of the seminary, viz. Mr. Epa- 
phras Chapman, in company with others, set out,under the pa- 
tronage of the United Foreign Missionary Society, on a mission 
to the Osage Indians. 

There has been raised by societies and individuals, for the sup- 

ort of necessitous students, $2612, besides sundry articles of 
Salling and wearing apparel. 

Through the year past several valuable books have been pre- 
sented to the seminary. In this way there have been added to the 
library one hundred and thirty-eight volumes, and thirty seven 

mphlets. The number of volumes now in the library is 1106, 
eaidies three hundred pamplets. 

On the subject of the theological edifice, the board report that 
but little work has been done. The library rooms, and five lodging 
rooms have been finished—with respect to the professor’s heuse, 
it has progressed in building as far as the funds collected for this 
object would admit. For want of funds the work was suspended 
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in August last. The superintendent states that $2500, in addi- 
tion to the subscriptions which were reported last spring as ob- 
tained for this object, will be requisite to complete the house and 
kitchen, with such out-houses and fencing as will be necessary. 
The great inconvenience to which one of the professors has 
from the commencement of the institution been subjected, and 
under which he still labours, for want of a suitable and perma- 
nent residence for his family, renders it very desirable that the at- 
tention of some able and liberal individuals should be directed 
to this object. The original plan was to procure ten or twelve 
subscribers, who should each become responsible for $500 for 
this object. Eight have been procured, as stated in the last an- 
nual report. Five more will be necessary as stated above to 
complete the building. 

Of the $4000 subscribed for this object, $3540 have been paid. 
The expenditures have been $4132 46. 

The last Assembly appropriated for the general purposes of 
the institution, the sum of $4000 in addition tothe unexpended 
balance of the former year, of $912 54. ‘The expenditures have 
been as follows, viz; professor’s salaries and house rent, $4000: 
secretary’s account and stationary $26 G66 5 printing circular let- 
ter $17 50; advanced to Rev. Samuel S. Davis, an agent, $38 00; 
treasurer’s commissions on the above at one per cent $40 32; 
printing the last annual report, paid by the treasurer of the Ge- 
neral Assembly, $37 5@; total, $4160 48: leaving a balance of 
the appropriation for the current expenses of the institution un- 
expended, of $752 50. 

Of the $1000 appropriated for building, there have been ex- 
pended the following sums, viz: for materials and labour on the 
edifice $199 67 : to pay on account of Mr. J. M’Comb for plans, 
attendance, commissions, &c. $313 00: for auditing the accounts 
of the building committee, and the superintendent from the com- 
mencement of the building of the edifice, $50 00; treasurer’s com- 
missions on the above, $5 62; total, $568 29: leaving a balance 
of this appropriation of $431 71, out ef which remains to be paid 
tor materials and work done through the year past, the accounts 
for which have not yet been discharged, the sum of $178 98. 

The board have further to report, that at their stated meeting 
last autumn, the professors communicated the following pleasing 
information; viz. ‘ The professors are happy in being able to 
announce to the board, that the first class in the seminary have 
lately resolved as a class to endow a scholarship ; and in the mean 
time, to raise for the present year, the sum which a scholarship 
will annually produce. The second and third classes have also 
with laudable zeal and promptitude, taken measures which it is 
expected will lead to a similar endowment, by each class, and a 
similar provision in the mean time.” At the late meeting of the 
board, the Professors reported that they had received from the 
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students of the several classes in the seminaries on their annual 
instalments of the several scholarships founded by them the sum 
of $437 39 

The board have learned from the treasurer of the trustees of 
the General Assembly, that the state of the funds for the support of 
the institution are such as to require the most serious attention of 
the Assembly 

The Professors of the Seminary, are, Rev. Archibald Alexan- 
der, DD. professor of didactic and polemic theology. Rev. S. 
Miller, DD. professor of ecclesiastical history and church go- 
vernment. 

Six Scholarships have been founded, viz. 1. The Le Roy scho- 
larship, and 2. The Banyer scholarship—both founded by Mrs. 
Martha Le Roy, New-York. 3. The Lenox scholarship found- 
ed by Robert Lenox, Esq. of New-York. 4. The Whitehead 
scholarship, founded by John Whitehead, Esq. of Burke, county, 
Georgia. 5. The Charleston female scholarship, founded by the 
Congregational and Presbyterian Female Association of Charles- 
ton, for assisting in the education of pious youth for the gospel 
ministry. 6.————, founded by the first class in the seminary 
in 1819. 

It will be perceived that this institution is increasing in pros- 
perity and usefulness; it is plain, however, that there is still a 
great want of funds. It is painful to know that an edifice erected 
for the accommodation of pious young men, devoting themselves 
to the ministry, remains, from year to year, with its rooms unfi- 
nished; that a house for a professor to instruct them in, is in as 
melancholy a condition; and that there should be an evident 
want of the means for support to those students who are poor. 
Is not this cause dear to thousands of the rich, and to tens of thou- 
sands in comfortable circumstances, who profess to love the Lord 
Jesus? and to keep in mind how he said, it 7s more blessed to 
give than to reeeive ? And shall unfinished buildings, shall uncom- 
pleted enterprise be suffered to contradict professions which will 
still be made ? 





From the Panopilist. 
MISSIONARY REINFORCEMENTS. 


Seven young men devoted for life to missionary labours, under 
the direction of the American Board of Commissioners for Fo- 
reign Missions, are now on their way to their destined stations. 
Mr. Jacob Hitchcock, from Brimfield, Worcester Co. Mr. Anson 
Dyer, from Goshen, Hampshire Co. Mr. Zechariah Howes, from 
Ashfield, Franklin Co. Mr. Joel Wood, from Greenfield, Sara- 
toga Co. N. ¥. and Mr. James Orr, from Groton, Tomkins Co. 
N. Y. arrived by two different routes at Pittsburgh on the Ohio, 
on the 29th and 30th April; thence to descend the Ohio ard the 








Missionary Reinforcements. 117 


Mississtppi:—Messrs. Hitchcock and Orr, to the mouth of the 
Arkansaw, and thence up that river, to join the Rev. Messrs, 
Finney. and Washburn, as assistants at the Arkansaw station ; 
and Messrs. Wood, Howes, and Dyer, to the mouth of the Ya- 
zoo, and thence up that river, to the seat of the Choctaw mis- 
sion, to act as assistants at one or both of the stations in that na- 
tion. 

The Rev. Alfred Wright, lately returned from the south, took 
his leave of the Corresponding Secretary at Salem, 10th May, to 
proceed on horseback, circuitously, for purposes of agency, 
through New-York, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Kentucky, and Tennes- 
see, to Elliot, or the new station on the Tombigby, as an associate 
with the Rev. Mr. Kingsbury, in the Choctaw mission. 

On the 6th of April, Mr. James Garrett sailed from Boston, for 
Pondicherry, on the Coromandel coast, to join the American mis- 
sionaries in Ceylon. He is to superintend the printing business, 
having served a regular apprenticeship to that art, and been ap- 
proved for his piety, industry, ability and discretion. From Pon- 
dicherry it is only two days sail to the district of Jaffna, where 
the missionaries reside. 

The following letter from the Rev. Joshua Dean, to the Cor- 
responding Secretary will speak for itself. 


Groton, Tompkins Co. N. Y. April 19, 1820. 


Rev. and Dear Sir,—We have just been called to witness a 
very interesting scene. Brother Orr has left us. Yesterday 
morning he bid us a long farewell; and, in company with Mr. 
Wood and his wife, he started for the Arkansaw, to spend his days 
as a missionary among the natives of the wilderness. Four or 
five: days past have been such as were never witnessed by this 
people before. 1 could not have anticipated an event, that would 
have produced such a deep and general excitement of feeling. 
The scene indeed, in itself, was not so grand and imposing, nor 
associated with so many aflecting considerations, as those, which 
you have had opportunity to witness in your town and vicinity, 
where numbers have embarked on the mighty ocean to carry the 
glad tidings of the gospel to nations living in the remote corners 
of the earth—in Asia, and the islands of the east; but I trust it 
was marked with no less ardour of feeling, nor less sincere aspi- 
rations to heaven. ‘To us, who have never been permitted to 
witness scenes of this kind,—to us, remote from cities and the 
ocean,—and living in the new and retired part of the country, 
what passed among us was accompanied with circumstances of 
peculiar interest, and gave an impulse to our feelings, which I 
hope will long continue. 

Mr. Orr as he saw no chance to get away this spring, had con- 
cluded, according to the provision in your letter, to get ready by 
fall. Viewing the matter in this light, he thought it best to pro- 
cue a school for the summer. Accerdingly, he took a journey 
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for this purpose into Pennsylvania; but not succeeding, he re- 
turned on Wednesday last. The following was observed by us 
as a day of fasting and prayer; and in time of forenoon service 
Mr. Wood and his wife, accompanied with her father, the Rev. 
Mr. Williams of Greenfield, Saratoga Co. arrived. On coming 
out of meeting they expressed the sore disappointment they had 
felt, in hearing that Mr. Orr was from home; but their feelings 
were soon changed in finding him on the spot, and in having him 
introduced to them. In a few minutes he was presented with your 
second letter, informing him of the alteration in your arrange- 
ments, and that Mr. Wood was to call and take him on. By this 
unexpected course of things, Mr. Orr was taken by surprise. 
He, however, at once concluded to go, and to get in readiness 
with the least possible delay, and yesterday was fixed on as the 
day for their departure. 

At the close of the afternoon service, the congregation was in- 
formed of the arrival and presence of our missionary friends, and 
that brother Orr was soon to join them, for the purpose of spend- 
ing his days in missionary labours, among the natives of the wil- 
derness. God had, by exciting the church to more than usual en- 
gagedness in religion, and by granting some drops of his mercy 
on the congregation, prepared the people to receive this intelli- 
gence with no ordinary interest. It touched their hearts. Their. 
feelings became at once deeply enlisted in the cause. The bare 
statement of the subject was sufficient to make them yield to the 
claims of the poor heathen. They agreed on the spot, to convey, 
at their own expense, the missionaries and their baggage to the 
head waters of the Alleghany river, where they would take boats 
for Pittsburgh. It was announced that a collection would be 
taken up the next Sabbath, and the people were requested to 
make out a box of clothing for the use of the Indian school. 
From the scarcity of money, many seemed to say, silver and gold 
have I none, but of such as I have, I will give. 

What gave additional interest to the day, was the commence- 
ment of a liberal subscription to the constitution of a charitable 
society, then submitted by a committee on a plan somewhat new. 
It comprised a field, flock, females, labourers or mechanics, and 
boys’ department. Subscribers to the first gave such amount of 
grain, or the use of sucha piece of ground, as they might name ; 
—to the second, sheep, or the keeping of sheep ;—to the third, 
yarn, spinning, weaving, &c. &c.—to the fourth, the annual avails 
of such a number of days’ work, as they might name ;—o the 
fifth, the product, in whole or in part, of such a piece of land as 
the parents of the boys might allow ;—the whole to be disposed 
of by a committee, and applied to domestic and foreign mis- 
sions, &c. 

A meeting was held last Monday, when Mr. Orr took his fare- 
well of the church. After a discourse and prayers in which he, 
and those going out with him, were commended to the care of the 
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great Head of the church, he read the 20th chapter of the Acts, 
and then addressed his brethren, the singers, and the congrega- 
tion in the most solemn and impressive manner. All were affect- 
ed. Tears streamed from every eye. A more solemn and af- 
fecting time was never witnessed here. It was a trial to him to 
part with his dear Christian friends, with whom he had taken 
sweet counsel, and walked to the house of God in company. He 
stated, that he was about to leave them probably never to see 
them again; but he felt that be was called by the providence of 
God; and it was by divine strength that he hoped to be carried 
through. It was also trying to his Christian brethren to have 
him leave them. He was loved by them all; and never was he 
so endeared to them as on that occasion, and never before were 
they 60 fully impressed with his worth. But they rejoiced, that 
he was thus willing to give up all for Christ, and that he felt so 
devoted to the best of causes. They viewed it as a favour, that 
God had prepared and disposed one of their number to engage in 
so noble and so self-denying an employment. 

On his concluding this address, he took by the hand, his com- 
panions in missionary labours, and entreated them to receive him 
as a brother—one that was willing to go with them to the ends of 
theearth. His remarks, as well as those of Mr. Wood, in reply, 
were appropriate and aflecting, and both bespoke the ardour of 
their attachment to each other and their union of feeling and 
purpose in regard to the work before them.—After a very solemn 
address from Mr. Wood, and another from Mr. Williams, Mr. 
Orr received from each member of the church, the parting hand, 
as a token of sincerest attachment to him, and as a pledge of the 
continuance of their prayers in his behalf. 

The whole proceedings took a deep hold of the feelings of the 
people; and made them feel more sensibly, the obligations they 
were under to do something for the salvation of those, who were 
perishing for lack of vision. ‘The time was short, but they ex- 
erted themselves to do something for the mission. The females 
were busy in making clothes for Indian children, and in getting 
Mr. Orr in readiness. More than $30 in money were collected ; 
$100 in cloth, articles of clothing, and bedding for the mission ; 
which, together with presents to the missionaries, and the ex- 
pense of conveying them to the Alleghany river, amounted to not 
less than $200. More could have been collected, had time al- 
lowed. Alli were ready to do something; and evenchildren were 
anxious to part with their garments to send to the Indian children 
in the mission school. 

Yesterday morning Mr. Orr took his leave of his aged parents. 
He was their youngest child.—Their hearts were bound up in 
him. After singing and prayer he addressed his parents, sisters, 
and other relatives and the people who were assembled. It was 
a melting scene. His advice was deserving to be held in lasting 











120 The Osage Mission. 


remembrance, and was delivered with a feeling, which the occa- 
sion was fitted to inspire. Many will be eager to preserve his 
parting words, and to profit by them. To the aged parents, the 
act of parting with their son was trying, but they would not keep 
him back. It was to them a comforting thought, that he was will- 
ing to give up all tor Christ ;—and they felt it to be an honour, 
that God had called their dear son to engage in missionary la- 
bours among the heathen. 

What has passed before our eyes will long be remembered with 
delight. I trust its salutary effects will long be felt among us. 
I am not without the belief, that it will strengthen and extend the 
missionary spirit in the place,—that we shall now view with 
deeper interest, the movements that are made for the salvation 
of a world ;—that we shall pray with greater importunity for the 
furtherance of the gospel, and for the blessing of heaven on those, 
who have gone forth as the heralds of the cross,—and that we 
shall be more ready to lend our aid to promote the objects of the 
Board. Nor am I without hope, that it will be the means of 
deepening that seriousness, and that attention to religion, which 
have for a season prevailed. The hearts of many were refreshed 
by the presence of our missionary friends from Greenfield ; and 
we view it a favour that they were sentthis way. Mr. Williams 
tarried till the missionaries departed. His kind labours among 
my people will not be forgotten. It was Mr. Orr’s request, that 
I should write and inform you that he had started. His whole 
time was taken up in making preparation, and he left without 
finding any time to write. 

I remain affectionately yours, &c. J. Dean. 

Rev. S. Worcester, Cor. Secretary, &c. 


P. S. Mr. Orr received your third letter on Monday. The 
time was so shert that we had no time to have collections in 
neighbouring towns. The people in Homer collected in clothing 
about $30 in one forenoon. ‘The missionaries stayed last night 
in Genoa, where $12 were collected in the evening. I gave them 
a paper stating the wants of the Board, accompanied with a re- 
quest to the friends of missionaries in places where they might 
stop, to lend assistance. $4 89, of what was collected here was 
from our Female Charitable Society. 





From the Pittsburgh Mercury. 
THE OSAGE MISSION. 


The missionary family organized at New-York, on the 17th 
April last, by the Board of the United Foreign Missionary So- 
ciety, arrived at this place on the 10th instant, on their way to 
the Osage Indians, on the Arkansaw river. They were received 
with cordiality; and during their stay among us, were treated 
with affectionate attention by Christian friends, who rejoiced to 
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see them on their way to the poor benighted heathen, for whom 
we are daily praying that “‘ the Lord would give to his Son, the 
heathen for his inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth 
for his possession.” 

The contributions made by the citizens of this place, for aiding 
this mission, were very liberal, and probably, much more than 
what the Board at New-York could have anticipated, when they 
addressed us on this subject. The articles contributed, were 
such, as were important to the missionary establishment, and a 
great proportion of them furnished by the manufacturers of this city. 

The amounts collected by different individuals, who took an ac- 
tive part in this mission, are as follows:—by Rev. Joseph M’Elroy, 
$20 50:—by Rev. Elisha P. Swift, $320 00:—by Rev. Francis 
Herron, $848 05:—by collection in the first Presbyterian church 
on Sabbath night, $21 30.—Total $1209 85. 

From the amount of the above contributions, it is obvious, that 
Christians among us have feit a lively interest in the object of 
this mission. The same disposition has been displayed in all the 
intervening places between this city and New-York.—The do- 
nations from the churches in New-York and Philadelphia, and 
the contributions that have been forwarded to them from different 
towns through which they have passed, plainly discover, that 
Christians are awake to the heart breaking necessities of the poor 
Indians ; and we hope and pray, that such a disposition will be 
increased an hundred fold, and may extend to the bosoms of 
thousands, who have no Christian feeling for the children of the 
wilderness. 

The object of this mission is to introduce the arts of civilized 
life, as well as the Christian religion among the Osage Indians ; 
and by this means, to extend to them the same advantages we 
enjoy. This is the first effort of the Board of the United Foreign 
Missionary Society, composed of the Presbyterian, Dutch Re- 
formed, and Associate Reformed churches, to send the gospel 
among the heathen; and we can, with pleasure, state, that all 
such missionary establishments among the Indians, are aided by 
the general government in the erection of suitable buildings for 
school houses, and the support of teachers in the instruction of 
Indian children. It would doubtless be Rony in the govern- 
ment to pursue and extend this kind of benevolence toward our 
red brethren; and we hesitate not tosay that it would not cost 
them the one half to civilize and Christianize them, that it has 
done to wage war with them, tending to their destruction. 

The missionary family embarked on the 24th inst. in two keel 
boats procured and equipped in this place—they will carry 
about 20 tonseach. Their purchases from manufacturers in this 
place, in addition to all donations, were nearly 3000 dollars, for 
which they furnished a draft on New-York. Arespectable num- 
ber of citizens and Christian friends, accompanied them to their 
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boats, where an appropriate hymn was sung; and after a short 
address, they were, by prayerand supplication, committed to the 
mercy, power, and grace of the Lord Jesus.—After an affection- 
ate farewell, they set out on a journey by, water of 2000 miles to 
erect the standard of the cross anrong the heathen; and will not 
every Christian say amen to such an enter prize ? 

Christian friends, would there be any thing unreasonable or 
unchristian in asking the question, would not the superfluous 
wealth of the Christian community, squandered away by dress 
and dissipation, by amusement and lewdness, be sufficient to con- 
vey the arts of civilized life, as well as the gospel with all its 
comforts, in a very short time, to all the heathen of our guilty 
world? And would it not lay up treasure in heaven, and make 
to yourselves (tn the language of our Saviour) friends of the mam- 
mon of unrighteousness; that when ye fail they may receive you 
into everlasting habitations ? Luke 16 9. 


Circular of the Board of Managers of the Baptist General Conven- 
tion for the United States. 


We have lately had the pleasure of witnessing another triennial 
meeting of the Baptist Convention. Among the delegates we 
were gratified with beholding many of the venerable “‘ fathers”? in 
our churches, who “ have known him that is from the beginning ;”” 
together with many of our ‘** young men,”’ who “ are strong, and 
the word of God abideth” in them. The interview was harmo- 
nious. The subjects spread before them were of the highest mo- 
ment, and their consultations deliberate and solemn. It is hum- 
bly believed that the session was held under the approving “ sha- 
dow of the Almighty.” 

In reviewing the several mission stations, Rangoon presented 
some considerations of an afflicting character. ‘The amiable 
young Wheelock has been called by “death from the mission field 
which his zeal had influenced him to select. He died on his 
passage from Rangoon to Calcutta. At the iatter place his widow 
at present resides. Should she wish to return, the Managers 
consider it their duty to meet the expenditures that may arise from 
her passage. They hope she may find a sphere of usefulness 
among the pious missionaries around her. Mr. Hough has left 
Rangoon, and is employed in the printing department at Se- 
rampore. His immediate connexion with us has consequently 
ceased. Our beloved brother Judson, and his excellent wife, 
are actively engaged in their missionary work ; and brother Col- 
man and his partner are eagerly treading in their footsteps. <A za- 
yat, or building, in addition to the mission- house, has been erected 
in a public situation, where, to numerous inquirers, they daily ex- 
pound and testify the kingdom of God. One Burman has given 
evidence of saving conversion, and been baptised in the name of 
the Lord Jesus. Others are solemnly affected. We beseech 
you to contribute to their success, by the fervour and frequency 
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of your prayers. Without the descending influences of the Spirit 
of God, missionaries, like Noah, may condemn the world, but the 
world will not be saved. 

Krom the trial which for three years has been made, and from 
the opinions of several judicious brethren in the western and 
southern sections of the Union, the managers, ata large meeting, 
were led to determine that St. Louis and St. Charles be ‘no longer 
regarded as missionary stations under their direction and support. 
Mr. Welch has discovered an inclination to continue at St. Louis, 
and in its neighbourhood; the Board wish him success in bis 
labours. They had resolved that Mr. Peck become an asso- 
ciate with Mr.M‘Coy. Some engagements into which Mr. Peck 
had entered, it has since been found, will prevent his removal 
from his present station until the close of the current year, when 
itis expected he will be occupied agreeably to the resolution of 
the Board. 

Brother M*Coy has gone from his fate situation to Fort Wayne. 
The managers re ‘commend and approve of this change, as it will 
bring the mission more immediately into the centre of an Indian 
settlement, and furnish him with the greatest prospect of doing 
good, by instructing and publishing the way of salvation. He is 
endeav ouring to acquire the language of the natives, that he may 
converse and preach without the embarrassment of an inter- 
preter. 

The managers have resumed their mission among the Chero- 
kees, with renewed ardour. Missionary measures were for some 
time suspended, in that quarter, from the uncertainty whether 
these Indians would continue to occupy the land of their progeni- 
tors, or retire westward. Liberal appropriations have been 
made to enable brother H. Posey, assisted by Mr. Dawson, « 
well qualified teacher, to eflect a permanent, and, with the bless- 
ing of the Redeemer, a prosperous establishment, in that be- 
nighted region. 

‘In the Georgia and Oakmulgee Associations, the generous wish 
is maturing into holy effort, to instruct and evangelize the Indians 
of the Creek nation. The Board rejoice in their purposes of 
Christian benevolence, and will be happy in the co-operation ot 
iheir counsels and exertions. They have appointed the Rev. 
Francis Flournoy, a brother in whom the managers place great 

confidence, as possessing excellent qualifications, to commence 
the good work in such a way as his own judgment and the advice 
of his brethren shall conclude most expedient. 

The Indian School at the Great Crossings, prospers under the 
active and benevolent care of the Rev. Mr. Ficklin. The Board 
willever feel happy to contribute to its success. They have 
placed it under the direction of a Superintending Committee, iu 
whose piety, prudence, and zeal they possess a cheerful reliance. 

mat consider it due to the impartiality and benevolence of the 
genera! sovernment, to state, that it has already contributed |i- 
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' berally to the western stations, with a view particularly to India: 
| reform, and has promised to augment such assistance in propor- 
tion as the extent of the efforts of the Board shall widen. 

Several brethren who have received more or less of assistance 
from the Board in their incipient attempts as missionaries, are la- 
bouring with acceptance and success ; particularly in the south- 
west parts of our Union, and are now supported by their personal 
exertions, and by the beneficence of the friends of evangelic truth. 

Among the various topics which have called into action the dis- 
cussions and resolutions of the Convention and its Board of Ma- 
nagers, the education of godly youth called to the work of the mi- 
nistry, by the churches, has received its deserved attention. An 
institution is in operation in which eighteen young men are en- 
gaged in a course of intellectual and literary improvement. A 
site for its ultimate establishment has been procured, on an eligi- 
ble eminence, in the vicinity of Washington city. Buildings are 
erecting, and it is cheerfully expected that in a few years, by the 
united efforts of associations, churches, brethren and friends, it 
i will become a source whence the streams of learning and piety 
will spread through our large and increasing denomination. 

The managers, influenced by a conviction of duty, as well as 
from sentiments of affectionate esteem, are grateful to the God of 
missions for the continued health and distinguished exertions of 
their worthy agent, the Rev. Mr. Rice. The other agents, who 
are regularly authorized to co-operate in this service of beuevo- 
ial lence, it is hoped, will be received with kindness and respect. 

| Permitted to live in an age before unparalleled for the wonders 
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; of grace, and called on aloud to stand in our, lot and accomplish 
ti with our might whatsoever our hands find to do, God grant that 

r we may none of us sink into slothful inactivity, degrading selfish- 

ness, or infidel despondency. Prophecy must be accomplished, 
it and the Spirit ef brightness effuse his living beams. If human 
Li effort, of itself, be imbecile, the Head of the church can render it 
H |} effectual. ‘‘ Prove me, Now, saith the Lorp or Hosrs, if | will 
1 not open the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing 
| that there shall not be room enough to receive it.” 
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NEW-YORK SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 

(Continued from p. 94.) 

hl| In pursuing our notices of the three reports mentioned at the 


head of this article in our last number, we next come to that of 
Hi} the “ New-York Protestant Episcopal Sunday School Society.” 
Hi “* The very flourishing school of St. John’s Chapel, presents the 


Nie interesting spectacle of 284 regularly attending scholars, of whom 
aK, 127 are males, and 157 females. 

} “In the school of Zion Church there are 100 regularly attend- 
We ing scholars, who have made great improvement, both in learning 
and behaviour. 
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Of the schools of St. Paul’s Chapel, it is stated that “ the whole 
number (males) at present on the register, is 101; of which 62 are 
whites, and 39 are coloured. - Of this number, about 40 are regu- 
lar attendants.”” In the female department of this school, the 
number of regular attendants has averaged about 60. 

‘The female school of Z'rinity Church, is in a very flourishing 
and encouraging state. Jt consists of 69 scholars, of whom 33 
are white, and 36 coloured. 

‘The Superintendent of the United Male Schools of Trinity 
and Grace Churches, report that there are at present on the regis- 
ter the names of 69 children, of whom about 50 attend regu- 
larly.” 

The female school of Grace Church, reports 50 scholars admit- 
ied during the year; at present there are 27 regular attendants. 

In the male and female schools of St. Philip’s Church, (a church 
recently erected by a very respectable congregation of coloured 
persons) there are upwards of 70 regularly attending scholars. 

We regret that the schools of St. Mark’s Church have been re- 
linguished, more especially as that part of our city is much in 
need of schools for the moral and religious instruction of the poor; 
and affords an ample field for the arduous labours of Sunday 
School Teachers. 

It appears from the preceding extracts, that under the patron- 
age of this society “ there are, at present, attending the se- 
veral schools in our union, 733 scholars—300 male, and 433 fe- 
male. If to this number be added the scholars who, from vari- 
ous causes, are irregular in their attendance, the whole number 
now instructed in these schools will amount to at least 1000. 

‘ There is also a society inthe Lutheran congregation, formed 
about three years since, of which their pastor is president, which 
has under its care a well conducted school of 43 or 44 boys, ma- 
naged by four teachers and a committee of superintendents, by 
which it is regularly visited. 

‘*'The same church has also a female school equally prosperous.” 

From a review of the report before us “ it appears that in this 
city, there are taught by means of Sabbath Schools, an aggregate 
of not much less than 9000 children and adults, of whom many 
have no other means of instruction.” 

The report of the Episcopal Union closes by stating the ne- 
cessity of additional labourers, and urging all who have it in their 
power, to render assistance, in the following appropriate terms. 

“From many of the reports, it is obvious that if the number 
of teachers were increased, there would be a great increase of 
the number of scholars. To those who by influence, or by per- 
sonal services, can contribute to this, we would earnestly recom- 
mend the reflection, that thus the church will be rendered more 
prosperous—society will have the advantage of more extensive 
diffusion of useful knowledge—the. honour of God will be pro- 
moted—new monuments may be erected to the glory of the Re- 
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deemer’s grace—souls may be snatched from everlasting perdi- 
tion—the host of heavenly worshippers may be increased.” 

It is gratifying in the highest degree to perceive the efforts 
which are made in these establishments to instruct the poor and 
the ignorant in knowledge and piety. Existing evils will He 
checked, and gradually removed; approaching evils will be ar- 
rested in their progress, and the best of blessings will be bestowed 
upon multitudes who are taught, and upon society at large, by the 
means of the Sunday Schools. It will not be the fault of the Sy5- 
tem, it will not be for the want ofa rich blessing from on high, 
upon well intended, persevering efforts, if they do not present in 
the course of half a century, the delightful spectacle of a reformed 
and pious race, where vice and irreligion now prevail; but to the 
reluctance of those who might engage in the laborious, but not 
irksome task of doing good. And it is painful to perceive, that 
even now, owing to this very cause, the work is only partly done. 
The committee of the Sunday School Union Society, on this sub- 
ject, make the following observations, which are well worthy the 
conscientious attention of all those who profess to follow Hinz 
who went about doing good. 

‘‘In an institution, receiving, as does this, an almost universal ap- 
probation, your committee are pained to state, that, owing to an 
unaccountable apathy and indisposition to encounter the requisite 
self-denial, the good proposed by Sunday schools is confined to 
limits far short of what the necessities of the poor, or the good of 
the community would require. If many thousands are collected in 
your schools, many more still disturb the repose of the Sabbath, 
and, lost to all principle, grow up to beggary, abandonment and 
wretchedness. ‘The complaint from all the schools, throughout 
the year, has been, that, owing to a want of teachers, their num- 
bers are small, compared with what they might be. 

‘** Your committee fondly hope that this state of things shall got 
long continue, and that while Christians, with a laudable zeal, are 
sending out missionaries to the destitute on our borders, and to 
our uncivilized neighbours, they will not entirely neglect those 
whom providence has placed at their own doors, and in a man- 
ner, under their own guardianship. If self-denial is requisite in 
the Sunday School Teacher, and if but little honour is attached to 
his name among those influenced by the pride of life, still, the ob- 
ject is too important to be abandoned ; and the duty too imperious 
to be neglected. We appeal to the consciences of this Christian 
community, whether they do not incur an awful responsibility, in 
omitting an exertion which might end in a success, as great as that 
which is expected, even from those noble missionary enterprises 
which have lately filled their hearts with admiration and with joy. 

‘“‘ The principal burden of our schools has been sustained by 
those, whose intense and laborious pursuits during the week, 
might well excuse them from any engagements on the Sabbath, 
which did not comport with rest of body and mind. How many 
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look on with a distant approbation, whose entire exemption from 
all occupation, would make this effort a relief from the irksome- 
ness of habitual listlessness. And in how many of the affluent 
would new sensations of gratitude and of pleasure be excited, 
could they witness the desire of improvement manifested by those 
whom God has placed in the humble walks of poverty ; and could 
they, as the affluent and noble in other countries have done, aid in 
directing the hearts and minds of those humble, though interesting 
pupils, to the attainment of principles, calculated to make them 
useful and happy in this life, and blessed for ever in the life to 
come.” 





Extract of a letter from one of the colonists, on board the ship Elizabeth, 
for the coast of Africa, dated Sherbro’, March 29, 1820; addressed to 
one of the teachers in Sunday School No. 34, for the instruction of co- 
loured men, kept in the Rose-street academy. [See our last number 
page 93. ] 

‘“*[ embrace this opportunity to drop you these few lines to in- 
form you that I am well at this time. Our passage was very 
good, though we had three storms in the Gulf; but thanks be to 
God we got safe through them all. We have not got our land 
yet, but are now on shore on Sherbro Island. We were 31 days 
from New-York, and 3 from Sierra Leone to Sherbro; and we 
stayed at Sierra Leoneaweek. By the next opportunity, I hope 
I shall be able to give you a better account of the country. For 
my part I like it very well. We have sheep, and goats, and cat- 
tle, hogs, fish, and all kinds of fruit, such as pine-apples, plums, 
and all kinds that grow in the West Indies. Rice is plenty 
here. 

“Please remember.me to all the teachers and scholars in the 
Sunday School in Rose-street.”’ 


To the Editor of the Christian Herald. 
Sir, 

I was much interested in attending the Anniversary Meeting of 
the Female Missionary Society, for the poor of the city of New- 
York. From the report of their minister, it appeared that a 
church has been formed during the past year; that fifteen per- 
sons have been admitted on profession of their faith; and that in 
the Sunday School, there are taught 130 children of both sexes. 
‘The claims of the object were powerfully urged by Mr. Stans- 
bury, principal of the institution for the Instruction of the Deaf 
and Dumb; and by the Rev. Mr. Frey. 

I was pained to observe, that this society enjoys so small a pro- 
portion of the public patronage; that though the salary of their 
minister is hardly one third so much as is received by the clergy 
of the city generally, they are still in arrears; and, from the pre- 
sent aspect of things, entertain considerable anxiety for the future. 
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Surely our citizens are not ignorant, that nearly one HALF of 
the population of this city, may be fairly considered as having no 
churches to go to, nor ministers to preach to them. And can 
they not, will they not, cheerfully and tully aid, in at least, one 
attempt ? [n at least furnishing one minister, and one place of 
worship, when thirty are necessary? Let it be seen (I speak in 
the language of Owen, describing the charity of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society) let it be seen, that we are not so attentive 
to strangers, as to forget those of our own household; that we do 
not lose sight of a due provision for our own city, amidst our va- 
rious and captivating engagements with foreign parts. Or rather 
let us cherish a holy dread, of appropriating to our pride or plea- 
sure, that which we ought to expend, both at home and abroad, in 
saving the souls of men, Vv. 





Receipts by the Treasurer of the American Bible Society for the 
month of May, 1820. 


To constitute the following ministers members for life, $30 each_—Rev. Aaron Green, 
Malden, Mass. by a number of young ladies of his society ; Rev. John P. Bausman, jr. 
of St. Leonard’s Calvert Co, Md. by the ladies of Christ Church Parish. Rev. Enoch 
Pratt, West Barnstable, Mass. by his church and society. Rev. Ralph Robinson, Fairs- 
vale town, Granville, N. ¥. by the Female Cent Society of that place. Rev. James 
Bradford, Sheffield, Mass. by the ladies of his society. Rev. Conrad Spence, jr. Au- 
gusta Church, Va. by the ladies of that parish. Rev. David Chassell, preceptor of 
Cambridge Academy, N. Y. by the Juv. Aux. B. S. of that place. Rev. Francis Pome- 
roy, Lyons, Ontario Co. N. Y. by the ladies of his congregation. Matthias Bruen, 
Esq. N. Y. a directer for life by his own subscription, $150. 

To constilute the following laymen members for life $30 each.—Zaccheus W. Elmore, 
Esq. Sherburne, Chenange Co. N. Y. by his own subscription. Sandford N. Elmore, 
of do. a minor, by the subscription of his father, Z. W. Elmore. Mr. Seth Porter, 
Cummington, Mass. by his own subscription. Mr. John Miller, do. by the subscrip- 
tion of his friend, Seth Porter. Col. Josiah Dunham, Windsor, Vt from the D. C. 
Benevolent Society. Joshua Wallace Collett, an infant, by the subscription of a 
friend. Hon. John M‘Creary, member of congress from 5S. C,. 

Donations from societies and individuals and annual subscriptions.—A number of la- 

dies of Malden, Mass. $19. 5. V.S. Wilder, Esq. city of Paris, 50. Mr. Asaph Rice, 
Northborough, Mass. 85. Mr. John Monahan, New-York. $3 A bequest of Miss Ann 
Charlotte Broome, late of this city, deceased, 81450. Beaufort, 8. C. Bible Society, 
$147 39, and $52 61 for Bibles, &c. Burlington, N. J. Fem. B. S. $14. Albemarle 
and Orange, Va. B. S. $71 84, and $48 16 for Bibles, &c. Madison Co. Alab. B. S. 
%50. Cambridge Juv. Auxiliary B.S. N.Y. $10. Saratoga Co. N. Y. B. S. 45 87, 
and $164 13 for Bibles, &. Madison Co. N. Y. B.S. $31 17, and $25 83 for Bibles, 
&e. Berkshire B. S. Mass. $75, and $41 for Bibles, &c. Greensfarms, Con. Fem. 
B.S. $12 42, and $320 for Bibles, gc. Maury Co. B.S. Ten. $100. Lexington, 
Va. Aux. B. S. $200. Camden Co. N. C. B.S. $50. Kingston, Ulster Co. N. ¥. Fem. 
B.S. $22 50. Wooster Lodge of free and accepted Masons, Colchester, Con. $15. 
ollected this month froin individuals for annual subscriptions, $69 60. 

lor Bibles, §-¢c—Washington Co. N. ¥. B.S. $300. Columbia Co. N. ¥. B. S. $180. 

New-York Female Aux. B. 5. 8500 Pendleton B.S. S.C. $140. Nassau-Hali B.S. 
N. J. $40. Rockland Co. B.S. $10. Herkimer Co. N. Y. B. S. $26. Dutch River 
Yen. B. S. $10. Red-Hook and Rhinebeck B. S. $13 30. Essex Co. N. Y. B.S. 
S61. Fayetteville, N. C. B.S. $200. Colchester, Con. Fem. B.S. $14 40. Ducchess 
Co. N. ¥. Female B.S. $14 15. Rensselaer Co. N. Y. B. S. 824921. Schenectady 
Co. Female Aux. B. S. $45. Sold to individuals, 6448. Lincoln Co. Maine, B. 3. 
not auxiliary, $220 17. Total, $5489 31. WM. W. WOOLSEY, Treas. 

The issues from the Depository of the American Bible Society, for the month of 
May, were, 2773 Bibles, 2221 ‘Testaments, and 12 Indian Gospels and Epistles ; total 
§006—value, F3314 15. J. NITCHIF, Agent A. B.S. 


